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TOURS 

MADRID AND SURROUNDINGS 

ROYAL PALACE AND PRADO MUSEUM 

ROYAL PALACE, a beautiful exponent of the 18th century and one of the best 

preserved in Europe, constitutes one of the 

most beautiful distinction of the royal 

residence style, the permanence symbol 

making firm Madrid as the political capital of 

the Kingdom. In it, the most bright official 

receptions of the Crown are taking place. 

Audiences, Gala Dinner, signature of 

important agreements and the very 

traditional ceremony of credential letters 

from Foreign Ambassadors to His Majesty 

The King. 

 

We’ll visit: Principal staircase, rooms of 

alabarderos, columns, throne, Gasparini, 

Carlos III, porcelains, Gala dining room, 

museum of silver, musical instruments, 

principal courtyard, real chapel and the new 

four rooms. 

 

 

PRADO MUSEUM, located in a neoclassic 

building designed by the architect Juan de 

Villanueva in 1785 and originally planned as 

a Museum of natural History. It has been an 

art museum since 1818 houses the best 

collection in the world of Spanish painting. 

 

We’ll visit: the masterpieces by El Greco, 

Velázquez and Goya , the Gold Century 

great artists, Rivera, Zurbarán and Murillo 

and the italian painting by Tiziano. 
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ROYAL MONASTERIES 

Las Descalzas Reales Monastery 

 

This women's monastery was founded by 

King Charles I's daughter, Juana de 

Austria. The sarcophagus sculpted for her 

by Pompeyo Leoniand is conserved in the 

church. Throughout thesixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries, themonastery was 

associated with many members of the 

royal family and the court, most 

prominently the Empress María, King 

Philip II's sister. In this unique 

compound, open to the public, visits are 

harmonious with the cloistered lives of its 

inhabitants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encarnación Royal Monastery 

 

Founded in 1611 by King Philip III and 

Margarita de Austria, this convent 

conserves a valuable collection of 

seventeenth and eighteenth century 

paintings and sculptures, including works 

by Lucas Jordán, Juan Van der Hammen 

and Gregorio Fernández. The 700 pieces of great artistic value the form the 

reliquary were brought here from any number of European countries. The convent 

is still home to a cloistered community. 
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MADRID SIGHTSEEING TOUR 

Our MADRID SIGHTSEEING TOUR is conducted by our OFFICIAL TOUR GUIDES 

giving our city explanations and the HISTORY, MONUMENTS, CHARACTERISTICS 

AND CUSTOMS, on DELUXE MOTORCOACHES. 
 

The aim of this tour is to show you all different and interesting views of Madrid to 

its visitors from Borbones, Austrias, Isabelino and Contemporary quarters of Madrid 

until the Barrio de la Morería (Moorish Quarter) with typical atmosphere the 

“Mesons” and the architecture of the old 

Madrid. The elegant squares, Oriente, España, Puerta del Sol, avenues Gran Via, 

Alcala and the memorial Retiro Park, the Bullring, colourful place in the great days 

of “Corrida”, the new Madrid with modern building, gardens, large avenues reaching 

Castilla Square (Europe Gate) and Santiago Bernabéu Football Stadium, one of the 

largest in Europe. 
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A STROLL AROUND THE MADRID OF CERVANTES  

                                                                         

Four hundred years have passed since 

the publication of the first part of « Don 

Quixote », and Madrid is preparing to 

commemorate the event. The capital 

played a key role in the life of the author, 

Miguel de Cervantes, and to this day 

visitors can follow in his footsteps around 

the streets of the Huertas area, in the 

well-known Neighbourhood of the Arts. 

 

 

 

The printer: Although the building which housed the printing press 

of Juan de la Cuesta no longer stands-it was located in calle San Eugenio, very 

close to Atocha station-, there is a plaque which was put up in 1905 to 

commemorate the fact that the two editions of “Don Quixote”. 

 

His Time in Madrid: At number 18 of Calle Huertas, a plaque reminds us that 

Cervantes lived here in 1614. It was here that the author brought to life the second 

part of “Don Quixote”. A little further on is the intersection of calle del León and 

calle Huertas. Legend has it that Cervantes also lived here. The Academy of History 

is located in the same street, in a building formerly known as the New Prayer 

House, as it was built to house new prayer books at the beginning of the 19th. 

century. 

 

His Mortal Remains: Close by, number 2 of the street nowadays known as calle 

Lope de Vega bore witness to the final days of Cervantes’ life. On the site of the 

writer’s final abode there now stands a block of flats with a plaque commemorating 

his time in the area. Visitors may be surprised to discover that a parallel lane 

known as Calle Cervantes was in fact home to the writer Lope de Vega. At number 

18, we come to a convent, the Convento de las Trinitarias Descalzas. Here lie the 

mortal remains of the author, as was his express wish, alongside those of his wife. 

The author’s death certificate, dated on the 23rd. of April 1616, is in the Iglesia de 

San Sebastián. The famous statue of Miguel de Cervantes is located in the heart of 

the Plaza de Las Cortes, inaugurated in 1835. The pedestal is the work of Isidro 

González Velázquez, and the figures of Don Quijote and Sancho and of the 

“Adventure of the Lions" are courtesy of José Piquer. In addition to his former 

places of the residences, Madrid has many reminders among others, numerous 

statues have been erected in memory of both Cervantes and his most famous 

character. The monument in the centre of Plaza de España is perhaps the most 

notable. 
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MADRID OF THE HAPSBURGS 

PUERTA DEL SOL - PLAZA MAYOR - PLAZA DE LA VILLA - CASA DE LA VILLA 

On 3 June 1561, Philip II, the Royal Councils and the Registry of the Royal Seal 

established themselves in Madrid. The Court of the Great Empire had chosen its 

capital and this made it a fashionable city. Philip III and Philip IV were the 

monarchs whose mission was to enlarge and embellish it. In order to make this 

change, they had the magical architecture of Juan Gómez de ora. Its layout is the 

one that defines Madrid of the Hapsburgs, 17th century Madrid, perhaps the 

richest, the most flamboyant, most personal and distinctive of all those the city has 

had. 

 

PUERTA DEL SOL 

 

The Puerta del Sol was originally one of the accesses in the wall surrounding Madrid 

in the XV century. The entranceway was named after the Sun as it faces east in the 

direction of the rising sun. 

 

MAYOR SQUARE 

 

The Plaza Mayor is one of the most beautiful, busy and emblematic urban areas in 

what is known as the Madrid of the House of Austria. The statue of Felipe III on 

horseback in the centre of the square dates back to 1616, although it was not 

erected in this distinguished site until the XIX century. It is the work of Juan de 

Bolonia and Pietro Tacca. 

 

VILLA SQUARE 

 

There are three remarkable and unique buildings in this mediumsized square in the 

heart of the Madrid of the Austrias. Looking clockwise from the Calle Mayor, we find 

on the left the Casa y Torre de los Lujanes, one of the few remaining architectural 

examples from the XV century left in the city. At the far end of the square, facing 

the Calle Mayor, is the Casa de Cisneros, built in 1537. This palatial mansion still 

retains its original distribution around a central courtyard, but its present 

Plateresque-style appearance is mostly due to renovation by Luis Bellido, who was 

also responsible for the overhead passageway connecting this building with the 

neighboring Casa de la Villa. The Casa de Cisneros is presently used as municipal 

offices.  
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MADRID SETTING OF THE COURT 

OUR LADY OF ALMUDENA CATHEDRAL – ROYAL PALACE – ORIENTE SQUARE –ROYAL THEATRE 
 

The City of Madrid has been the Court of the king of Spain since 1561. On this tour 

we offer you a courtly view of the city, following the marks the successive 

monarchs have left on the city. We will visit several monuments linked to the 

different Spanish dynasties: Catedral de la Almudena (Our Lady of Almudena 

Cathedral), Plaza de Oriente, Royal Palace, and the Royal Theatre..., enjoying the 

charm of its streets, squares and 

corners. 

 

ALMUDENA, CRYPT AND CATHEDRAL 

 

Carlos I, in the XVI century, was the 

first to aspire at building a great 

cathedral alongside the Royal Palace. 

Other projects were subsequently 

studied - amongst them those of 

Sachetti and Ventura Rodriguez - but 

the actual work of building the 

Almudena - in the Calle de Bailén - did 

not start until 1883 following plans by the Marqués de Cubas, who proposed an 

impressive Neo-Gothic temple. 

 

ROYAL PALACE 

 

The Royal Palace, in the Calle de Bailén, is considered to be one of the most 

emblematic and beautiful buildings in Madrid, not only for its location but also for 

its architecture and the artistic treasures to be found in its rooms. The Changing of 

the Royal Guard, Military marches performed by the Royal Guard Symphony 

Orchestra I staking place every first Wednesday of the month at 12.00 h. except on 

Official events days. 

 

ORIENTE SQUARE AND ROYAL THEATRE 

 

José Bonaparte gave the first impulse to 

the creation of the Plaza de Oriente. 

Popularly known as the "King of Squares", 

he wanted to beautify and give a 

monumental appearance to the front of the 

Royal Palace by creating a large gardened 

area. His brief reign, from 1808 to 1812, 

afforded him only enough time, at least as 

far as this project is concerned, to 

demolish the old medieval houses in front 

of the Palace. 
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ROYAL PALACE AND THYSSEN BORNEMISZA MUSEUM 
 

ROYAL PALACE, a beautiful exponent of the 18th century and one of the best 

preserved in Europe, constitutes one of the most beautiful distinction of the royal 

residence style, the permanence symbol making firm Madrid as the political capital 

of the Kingdom. In it, the most bright official receptions of the Crown are taking 

place. Audiences, Gala Dinner, signature of important agreements and the very 

traditional ceremony of credential letters from Foreign Ambassadors to His Majesty 

The King. 

 

We’ll visit: Principal staircase, rooms of alabarderos, columns, throne, Gasparini, 

Carlos III, porcelains, Gala dining room, museum of silver, musical instruments, 

principal courtyard, real chapel and the new four rooms. 

 

THYSSEN BORNEMISZA MUSEUM, located at Villahermosa Palace was built 

between 18th and 19th Centuries, is a beautiful example of Madrid neo-classic 

architecture. The art pictures exposed go from primitive Italians and neederlanders 

to experimental vanguards, Baron Thyssen- Bornemisza private pictures collection, 

sculptures and artistic objects. 
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TOLEDO “HERITAGE OF MAKIND TOWN” 

TOLEDO is a Museum – City of great artistic beauty, it was capital of the country 

and one of the oldest city of Europe. Toledo keeps magnificent examples of 

architecture from different epochs, arab, jewish and catholic leading artistic cities of 

Spain and declared by Unesco HERITAGE OF MANKIND TOWN. 

At arrival SIGHTSEEING TOUR and walking tour to admire the beautiful streets and 

monuments: Cathedral (outsides) and we’ll visit the ST. TOME CHURCH (The burial 

of Lord Orgaz, El Greco’s masterpiece), the VICTORIO MACHO MUSEUM, located on 

a spur of land, above a sweeping drop down to Tagus river offering a magnificent 

views from ROCA TARPEYA, Sculpture Museum sculpture Museum, Crypt and 

gardens (Documentary film with a searching profile of soul of Toledo) SANTA MARIA 

LA BLANCA SYNAGOGUE and SAN JUAN DE LOS REYES CHURCH. 

We’ll also admire its famous handicraft works: the “Damasquinado” (precious 

metals incrusted on steel). 

 

Catedral de Toledo                   Sinagoga Sta Maria la Blanca 

                                      Toledo, Vista general 
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EL ESCORIAL 

ESCORIAL: Since long time ago considered the eighth Wonder of the World, was 

conceived by Philip II, as a Monastery and Royal Pantheon, becoming the symbol 

of the greatness of the Spanish Empire. 

 
We'll visit: The Royal Palace, Royal Library and Chapter House and Basilica. 

 

  

         Monasterio – El Escorial    Valle de los Caidos 
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ARANJUEZ-CHINCHÓN 

ARANJUEZ, has been recently 

declared a Unesco World Heritage 

Landscape. The Royal Site andTown 

of Aranjuez is one of the major tourist 

destinations in Madrid. Located in the 

southern tip of the region, it is 

nestled in the fertile valley where the 

Jarama River flows into the Tagus and 

benefits from the area's mild climate 

exuberant plant cover. Its historic and 

monumental city core is surrounded 

by large, luxuriant gardens that 

enhance the beauty of the buildings. 

The Royal Palace dates essentially 

from the eighteenth century. 

Two of the most prominent of its 

many rooms are the Porcelain Office, 

built under the orders of King Charles 

III and Queen Isabel's Thorne Room. 

 

We'll visit: Royal Palace. 

 

CHINCHON, The Medieval town 

square in Chinchon fully justifies the 

52-kilometre drive, although it is 

not only for its famous square that 

Chinchon is one of the most 

attractive villages in Madrid. Site of 

Roman, Carthaginian and Arabic 

ruins, the town began to develop 

under the Catholic Monarchs 

(Ferdinand and Isabella) and 

reached the height of its cultural, 

political and monumental splendour 

in the sixteenth century. 

 

We'll visit: Mayor Square 
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AVILA – SEGOVIA “HERITAGE OF MANKIND TOWNS 

AVILA: Avila of the knights, Avila of the 

Saints. The city is completely encircled by 11th 

century walls and more than a city resembles a 

great castle. Avila has a number of 

Romanesque Churches, Gothic –Styled Palaces 

and a fortified Cathedral from 12th century. 

The city was the birthplace of St. Teresa de 

Jesus, one of the greatest mystic of Catholic 

Church. We’ll stop at Cerro de Los Cuatro 

Postes to  admire one of the best views of the 

city. 

 

We visit: The Cathedral (outdoors) St. Vicente 

church and St. Teresa’s Convent. 

Following departure to,  

 

SEGOVIA: It was a very important nucleus 

military by the Romans times, proved with the 

magnificent Aqueduct. City chosen for some of 

the Castilla’s Kings as summer residence, 

preserves one of the most notable medieval 

entirety of Spain. Time at leisure for Lunch or 

included at a typical Restaurant, according your 

choice. 

 

After lunch we’ll visit: The Cathedral (the last 

gothic cathedral built in Spain. Its grace and 

style have won the nickname of “Queen of 

Cathedrals”) and the Alcázar (the most 

spectacular castle of the Country 
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SEGOVIA – LA GRANJA 

SEGOVIA: It was a very important nucleus military by the Romans times, proved 

with the magnificent Aqueduct. City chosen for some of the Castilla’s Kings as 

summer residence, preserves one of the most notable medieval entirety of Spain. 

We’ll visit: The Cathedral (the last gothic cathedral built in Spain. Its grace and 

style have won the nickname of “Queen of Cathedrals”) and the Alcázar (the most 

spectacular castle of the country). 

Time at leisure for Lunch or included at a typical Restaurant, according your choice. 

 

After lunch we depart to LA GRANJA Granja de San Ildefonso, to visit the Royal 

Palace one of the Royal Family Summer residence. 

 

  


